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"wrecker"; his analytic faculty directed against the
faults of a bad system of art, education, or social order
is always charged with the spirit of repair, which is
eager to exert itself in imposing order upon chaos,
supplanting noxious weeds by wholesome fruit-bearing
plants, and preparing the barren ground for useful
cultivation.

In approaching the social doctrine of Mr. Ruskin,
it has been convenient to regard him as the assailant
of current economic thought, partly, because this rightly
represents the historical evolution of his social work,
and partly, because this hostile attitude towards cur-
rent teaching marks with dramatic emphasis his positive
contribution towards the right handling of the social
problem,

We find this destructive and constructive work
almost inextricably interwoven in the fabric of nearly
all his books, and the form thus imposed upon his
thinking has often proved a stumbling-block to the full
comprehension and acceptance of his teaching.

But this is only part of the larger character of
superficial disorder which prevails in most of his
writings, and which nothing but a sympathetic appre-
ciation of the free laws which govern "the literature
of power " is able to unravel. In order to understand
the method of a thinker, we must understand his
purpose.

The sound and consistent structure of Mr. Ruskin's
social theory has seldom gained full recognition, be-
cause it is nowhere presented in that continuous syste-
matic form of statement which is commonly adopted
by teachers who address the intellect. He never ad-
dresses the intellect alone; in his writing there alwaysl
